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 REMONSTRANC 


OF THE 


| KINGDOME 


. | EN GLAND. 


—— 
. 
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Die Mercurii 15. Decemb. 1641. 


: It is this-day reſolved upon the Queſtion , by the Houſe of 
; COMMONS, That Order ſhall be now given 
1 for the printing of this Remonſtrance of the 

: " State of the Kingdome. 


——_—. 


H. Elſinge Cler. Parl. D. Com. 
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| ſ Imprinted firſt at London, and re-printed at Edinburgh, 
F. —: ,, :- by Robert Towng, and Evan Tyler, 1641. 
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nd hopesof all His Majeſties 


owne Royall Throne* Doe yet finde an abounding malignity , 
and-oppoſitiorr in thoſe! parties; and fations;' 'wWho- have betne 
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inbeen made by His-Majeſties g 
the Parliament, | 
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this miſchief, w 


ſ>verting the fundafnental Laws, aniprinciplesof Government, 


«wy which the Religion, an4Jultice of this Kingdom, are firmly 


ablitht.. The Actors and Pronwters hexeot have beene,: | - 


I» TheJeſuited papiſts, who hate the Laws,as Obſtacles, of that 
change-and ſuvverſion of Religion, which they ſo much long for. 

2. The Bifhops,and the corrupt part of the:Clergie, who cheriſh 
formality and | eve Hen the naturall efteRts and more proba- 
ble ſupports of their own Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, & Uſurpation. 

3+. Such counſellers ang Comrtiers as for private ends have enga- 
ged themſelves, to further the intereſts of ſome forraigne Princes, 
or Statcs, to the prejudice of-his'Majelty. and the State at home. 


235: OTE Prigeipes by which they moulded and governed . 


all their particular Councells and Ations, were theſe: _ 
1+, To maintain-continuall difterences, and diſcontents betwixt; 


the King,, and the- People, upon- Queſtions of .Prerogative, and; 
liberty,that ſo they right have the adyantage of ſiding with himy,: 

men addicted to his ſervice gain to them- | 
ſelves and their parties, the places of greatelt truſt and payer in : 


and ander tke notions 0 


thekingdome. ; ; t 
2. To ſuppreſle the: purity and power of Religion, and ſuch as 


were beſt affected to it : as being contrary. to. their, owne- ends ,. 


and the greateſt impediment to that change, which" they thought 
ro introduce. 2 Ts. h pn To, 
3-.To-conjoyne thoſe parties of the Kingdome, which were 


moſt propitious to their owne ends,and to divide thoſe who were. 


moſt oppoſite. which conſiſted.in,many particular obſervations: to 
cheriſh the arminian part in thoſe points wherein they agree with 
the papiſts: to multiply & enlarge the difference twixt the comon 
proteſtants & thoſe whom they cal puritans;to introdnce & coun- 
tenance 


nant and pernicious defigne of 
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tenance-ſuch opinions and ceremonies/as are fitteſt for accomno» 

dation with Popery , to encreaſe and maintain ignorance, looſe- 

. nefle, and prophaneneſle in the people - That of thoſe three par- 
ties, Papiſts, Arminians,and Libertines,they might compoſe a body 
fit to a& ſuch Connſels aud Reſolutions , as were moſt conducible* 
to their own ends. . 

A Fourth, To diſfaffe&t the King to Parliaments by ſlanders, and 
| falſe imputations,and by putting him upon other wayes of ſupply, 
which 1n ſhew and appearance were fuller of advantage,then the 
ordinary courſe of Subſidies , thdngh in truth they brought more 
lofſe then gain , both to the King and people,and have cauſed the 
great diſtrations , under which we both ſuffer. 

As in all compounded bodies, the Operations are qualified 
according to the predomivant Element , So in this mixt party, 
| the Jeſuited Councels being moſt ative, and prevailing , may 

| eaſily be diſcovered to have had the greateſt ſway in all their de- 
k terminations : and if they be not prevented , are likely to devour 
1 the reſt, or to turn them into their own nature. 

In the beginning of His Mfeſties reign, the party begun to re- 
vive and flouriſh again, having been ſomewhat dampt by the 
A A breach with Spain 1n the laſt yeare of King James : an4 by His 

| Majelſties marriage with France, the intereits and Councels of 
| that State, being not ſo contrary to the good of Religion , and 
' the proſperity of this Kingdome , as thoſe of Spain , and the Pa- —_ 
piſts of England having been ever more addi&ed to Spain , then 
France , yet they ſtill retained a purpoſe , and reſolution to 
weaken the Proteſtant parties in all parts, and even in France, 
whereby to make way for the change of Religion , which they 
intended at home. 
The firſt effe&t and evidence of their recovery and ſtrength 
was, thediſfolutionofthe Parliament at Oxford, after there had 
been given two Subſidies to His Majeſty : and before they recei- 
; ved relief in any one Grievance , many other more miſerable 
| effes followed. 
; The lofle of the Rochel Fleet , by the help of our Shipping, ſet 
| forth and delivered overtothe French, in oppoſition to the ad- 
| vice of Parliament , which left that Town without ——— by 
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Sea, and made way not ovly tothe lofle of that important place, 
but likewiſe to the lofle of all the ſtrength and ſecurity of he Pro- 
teltant Religion in France. LE np 
* Thediverting of His Majeſtics courſe of warres from the Weſt- 
Indies, which was the moſt facile and hopefull way for this King- 
dome to prevail againlt the Spaniard, to an expenſefull and ſuc- 
Ceſleſle attenipt upon Cales , which was fo ordered , as if it had. 
rather been intented to make us weary of Warre , then to proſper 
IN it. £9 
The precipitate breach with France by taking their ſhips to 
2 great value , without making recompence to the Engliſh,whoſe 
goods were thereupon imbar'd , and confiſcate in that Kingdome. 
The peace with Spain without conſent of Parliament, con- 
trary to the 7 your of King James to both Houſes : whereby 
the Palatine Cauſe was diſerted , and left to chargeable and hope- 
efle Treaties , which (for the molt part) were managed by thoſe, 
who might juſtly be ſuſpected to be no friends to that Cauſe. 

'The charging of the Kingdome with Billetted Souldiers in all 
parts of it , and that Concomitant defigne of Germane horſe , that 
the Land might either ſubmit with fear, or be enforced with ri- 
gour to ſach Arbitrary Contributions , as ſhould be required of 
them. | | 

The diſſolving of the Parliament in the ſecond yeare of His 
Majelties raign , after a declaration of their intent , to grant five 
Subſidies. 

The exaQting ofthe like proportion of five Subſidies after the 
Parliament diflolved , by Commiſſion of Loan: and divers Gen- 
tlemen and others impriſoned for not yeelding to pay that Loan, 
whereby many of them contracted ſuch tickneſles , as coſt them 
their lives. Great ſummes of Money required , and raiſed by Pri- 
vie Seals. An unjuſt and pernicious attempt.to extort great pay- 
ments from the Subje&t, by way of Exciſe :' and a Commiſſion 
iflued under Seal to that purpoſe. The Petition of Right , which 
was granted in full Parliament , blaſted with an illegall Decla- 
ratio., to make it deſtructive to it We , to the powerof Patha- 


ment , to the Liberty of the Sub;joiW$ and to that purpoſe printed 
with it : and the Petition madeWno uſe , but toſhew the bold 
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Laws,and ſuppreſ fe the Liberties ofthe King tom, aſter the had 
beenſo ſolemnly and evidently declared. : " 7 

Another Parliament diffolved , 4- Car. the Priviledge of Par- 


liament broken, by impriſoning divers Members of the Houſe, - 


detaining them cloſe Priſoners for many moneths together, with- 
out the liberty of uſing Books, Pen, Inke, or Paper, denying 
them all the comforts of life , all means of preſervation of health, 


not permitting their wives to come unto them, even in time of | 


their ſickneſſe. And for the compleating of that cruelty , after 
yeeres ſpent in ſuch miſerable durance , depriving them of the ne- 
_ ceſfary meanes of Spirituall conſolation, not ſuffering them to 
go abroad to enjoy Gods Ordinances, in Gods Houſe, or Gods 
Miniſters to come to them , to adminiſter comfort unto them in 
their private chambers : an1 to keep them ftill in this oppreſſed 
condition , not admitting them to be bayled according to Law, 


yet vexing them with Informations in inferiour conrts , ſenten- - 


cing and fining ſome of them for matters done in Parliament,and 
extorting the payments of thoſe Fines from them, enforcing o- 
thers bo pnt in ſecurity of good behaviour, before they could be 
releaſed. 

The impriſonment of the reſt whichrefuſed to be bound, ſtill 
continued , which might- have been perpetuall, if neceſfity had 
not the laſt yeare brought another Parliament to relieve them, 
of whom, one died by the cruelty and harſhnefle of his im- 
prifonment , which would admit of no relaxation , notwithſtan- 
ding the imminent danger of his life, did ſufficiently appeare by 
the declaration of his Phyſician : And his releaſe , or at leſt his re- 
freſhment , was ſought by many humble Vetitions. Andhis bloud 
ſtill cries either for vengeance , or repentance of thoſe Miniſters 
of State , who have at once ooſtructed the courſe , both of his Ma- 
jeſties Juſtice and Mercy. | | 

Upon the diflolmtion of both theſe Parliaments,nntrue and ſcan- 
dalous declarations were puoliſhed,to aſperſe their proceedings, 
and ſome of their Members, unjuſtly to make them odijous, and 
colour-the violence which was uſed againſt them : Proclama- 
tions ſer out to the ſame purpoſe : and to the rene dejefting of the 
arts of the people;forbidding them even to ſpeak of Parliaments. 

Aker the breach of the Parliament , in the” fourth, year of-His 


p B 2 __ Majely, 


ud% ba ME <f nd SR ES ; , Ws __ _— 
cf 0 Wo IE Woe M as - - - 15.25 zD A A 0 A 5 __ 
A +5 6 #3 Tigh *% = o - 


3 of 


Peake i Cath » ae 
- -— I Ke, $7 


: (8)- 
Majeſty , Injuſtice ; Oppreſlion , and Violence, broke in upon us, 
without any reſtraint or moderation : and yet the firſt projet, 
was the greatſummes exacted through the whole Kingdome, for 
default of Knighthood , which ſeemed to have ſome colour and 
Madow of a Law , yet if it be rightly examined by that obſolete 
Law which was pretended for it , it would be found to be againſt 
all the rules of Juſtice, both in reſpect of the perſons charged, 
the proportion of the Hines demanded , and the abſurd and un- 
reaſonatle. manner of their proceedings. Tonnage and Poundage 
hath been received without colour: or pretencevf Law : ay 4 
other heavie impoſitions continued againſt Law , and fome ſo 
unreaſonable, that the ſumme of the charge exceeds the value of 
the Coods. The Book of Rates lately inhanſed to a high propor- 
tion : and ſuch Merchants as would not ſubmit to their ylegall 
and unreaſonable payments,were vexed & oppreſled above mea- 
ſure, and the ordinary courſe of Juſtice, the common Birth-right 


of the Subje& of England, wholly obſtructed unto them. And . 


although all this was taken upon pretence of guarding the Sea, 
yet a new and unheard of Tax of Ship-money was deviſed*, upon 
the ſame pretence. By both which, there was charged upon the 
Subjet neer 700000 |. ſome yeares : and yet the Merchants have 
been'left ſo naked to the violence of the Turkiſh Pyrats,that many 
oreat Ships of valne , and thouſands of His Majeſties Subjeas 
* havebeen taken by them , and do ſtill remain in miſerable llavery. 
"The enlargement of Forreſts , contrary to Carta de Foreſt ay 
and the compoſition thereupon. The exations of Coat and 
Condu& money , and divers other Military charges. The taking 
away the Arms of the Trained Bands of divers Counties. The 
deſperate deſign of engroſling all the Gun-powder into one 
hand , keeping it in the Tower of London , and ſetting fo high a 
Rate upon it , that the poorer ſort were not able to buy it , nor 
could. any have it without Licence , thereby to leave the ſeverall 
poo of the Kingdome deſtitute of their neceſflary defence : and by 
elling ſo dear that which was ſold, to make an unlawfull advan- 
tage of it, to thegreat charge and detriment of the Subje&t. The 
grocral deſtrution of the Kings Timber , eſpecially that in the 
Forreſt of Dean , fold to Papiſts , which was the beſt Store-houlſe 
of this Kingdom, for the maintainance of our Shipping. _ ta- 
7 : | ing 
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king away of mens right , under colour of the Kings tirle-to- 


Land,between high and low Water-Marks. The ,Monopolies-of 
Sope , Salt,, Wine , Leather , Sea-Codle, and ina manner; of all 
things of moſt common and-neceſjary uſe. The reftraint of the 
Liberties of the Subjects in'their Habitation , Trades ,” and: 'other 


Intereſt. Their vexation aud oppreſſion by.Purveyors, Clerks :of - 


the Market, and Salt-Peeter-men. The fale 4 tees Nnzan- 
ces, as Buildings in and about London, Conv 

Paſture, continuance of Paſture , under the:name of depopula- 
tion, have drawn many millions out of the Subjects Purſes, 
without any conſiderable profit to his Majeſty. Large: quantities 
of Common , and-ſeverall Grounds , have been taken-from the 
Subjet by colour of the Statute of improvement, and by abuſe of 
the Commilſion of Sewers , without their conſent , and againſt 
it- And not only private Intereſt,but alſo publike faith hath been 
broken , in ſeizing cf the Money and Bullion inthe Mint: and the 
whole Kingdome like to be robb'd at once, in that abominadle 
project of Braſle Money. Great numbers of his Majeſties Sub- 
Jes , forrefuſing thoſe unlawfull charges , have beenvext with 
long and expenſive ſuits , ſome fined and cenſured , others com- 
mitted to long and hard impriſonments and confinements , to the 
loſle of health of many , of life in ſome, and others have had 
their houſes broken up, their goods ſeized , ſome have been re- 
ſtrained from their lawfull- Callings : Ships have been interrup- 


ted in their Voyages, ſurprized at Sea in an Hoſtile manner , by * 


Projectors , as by a common Enemy : Merchants prohibite1to 
unlade their goods in ſuch Ports as were for their own advantage, 
and forced to bring them to thoſe places which-were moſt for the 
advantages of the Monopolizers and Proje&ors. The court of 


Star-chamber hath avounded in extravagant cenſates,not only-for | 


the maintenance and improvement of Monopolies , and other un- 
lawfull taxes , but for divers other Cauſes, where there hath been 
no oftenee , or very ſmall , whereby his Majeſties Subjecs have 
been oppreſled by grievous Fines, Impriſonments , Stigmatizings, 
Mutilations, Whippings, Pillories, Gags, Confinements, Banith- 


ments, after ſo rigid a maner,as hath not only deprived men of the : 


ſaciety of their friends , exerciſe of their profeſlions , comfort of 

Books,, uſe of Paper or Inke , but even violated that neer Union 

which God hath eltabliſht betywixt men and their wives,by _ 
B 3 an 
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and conſtrained ſeperation : —_ they have been bereaved of 


The comfort and converſation one of another, for many yeeres to- 
gether, without hope of relief, if God had not” by his over-ruling 
Providence, given ſome interruption to the prevailing power, 
and counſell of thoſe, who were the Authors and Pronwters of 
ſuch peremptory and heady courſes. | 
Judges have __— out of their places for refuſing to do 
againſt their ONaths and Conſciences : Others have been ſo awed, 
that they durlt not do their duties : and the better to hold a rog.' 
over them, the Clanfe quam dis ſe bene geſſerint was left ont 'ef 
their Patents, and a new Clauſe Derante bene placito inſerted. 
Lawyers have been checkt, for being faithfull to their Clients : 
Solicitors and Atturneyes have been threatned, and ſome pu- 
niſhed for following lawfull Suites : And by this meanes all the 
approaches to Juſtice were interrupted and forccluded. New 
Oaths have been forced upon the Subjet againſt Law : new 
n—_—_ erected without Law : The Councell Table have 
y their Orders, oftered to binde the Subjedts in their free-holds, 
Eſtates, Suites , and Actions. The pretended Court of the Earle 
Matſhal was Arbitrary, and illegall in its being, and proceedings. 
The Chancery, Exchequer-Chamber , Court of Wards, and o- 
ther Engliſh Courts have been grievous,in exceeding their Jurif- 
dition.. The eſtate of many Families weakned , and ſome rui- 
ned by exceſſive Fines, exaRted from them for Coinpoſitions of 
Wardfhips. All Leaſes of above a hundred yeares , made to draw 
on Wardſhip contrary to Law. Undne proceedings auſed-in the 
finding of Offices, to make the Jury finde for the King. The 
Common-Law Courts, ſeeing all men more inclined to ſecke 
Juſtice there ,. where it may be fitted to their owne deſire, are 
known frequently to forſake the- Rules of the Common-Law, 
and ſtraining beyond their bonnds , under pretence of equity to 
do Injuſtice. Titles of Honour , Judiciall places, Serjeantſhips 
at Law, and other Otfices have been ſold for great ſummes of 
money : whereby the common Jultice of the Kingdom hath been 
much endangered ,-not only by opening a way of employment - 
in places of great Trult , and adyantage to Men of weake ' parts: 
but alſo by giving occaſion to Bribery , Extortion, Partiality- : 
It ſeldome hapning that places ul]-gotten are well uſed. ya 
ERR miſfions. 
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| miſſions have been granted for examining the exceſſe of Fees : 


and when great exactious have been diſcovered , Compoſitions 
have been made with Delinquents , not only for the time paſt,but 
likewiſe for immunity and ſecurity in offending, . for the time to 
come : which under colour of remedy, hath but confirmed , and 
encreaſed the Grievance to the Su!zjet. The uſuall courſe of 
ricking Sheriffs , not oſerved, but many times Sheriffs made 
1n an extraordinary way : ſometimes as a purtiſhment and charge 
unto them : ſometimes ſich were pricked out , as would be In- 
ſiruments to execute whatſoever they would have to be done. 
The Biſhops and the reſt of the Clergy , did triumph in the 
Suſpenſions , Excommunications , Deprivations, and Degradati- 
ons of divers painfull, learned , and pions Minilters, in the vexa- 
tion, and grievous opprellion of great numbers of His Majeſties 
good Subjets. The High-Commitilion grew to ſuch exceſle of 
ſharpneſſe and ſeverity , as was not much lelle then the Romiſh 
Inquiſition :-and yet m many caſes by the Archbiſhops power, 
was made much more heavie, being alliſted ,” and ſtrengthned by 
authority of the Councell-Table. 
© The Biſhops, and their Courts , were as eager in the Country : 
and although their Juriſdiftion could not reach fo high inrigor, 
and extremity. of puniſhment , yet were they no lefle grievous, 
in reſpe& ofthe generality , and multiplicity of vexations , which 
lighting ayer the meaner ſort of Tradeſ-men, and Artificers ,did 
impoveriſh many thouſands, and ſo afci& and trouble others, 
that great numbers, to avoid their miſeries , departed out of the 
Kingdome, fone into New-England, and other parts of America: 
others into Holland , where they have tranſported their Manu- 
faures of Cloath , which is not only a loſle by diminiſhing the 
preſent ſtock of the Kingdome , but a great miſchief, by impairing 
and endangering the lofle of that peculiar Trade of Cloathing, 
which hath been a plentifull Fountain of Wealth and Honqur to 
this Nation. Thoſe were fitteſt for Eccleſiaſticall-preferment, and 
- ſooneſt obtained it , who were moſt officious in promoting ſuper- 
ſtition , moſt virulent in railing againſt godlineſflc , and honeſty. 
The moſt publike and ſolemn Sermons before His Mazjeltie 
were, either to adyance Prerogative above Law ,. and Decry the 
roperty of the SubjeR; or full of ſ;ch kinde of invetives: where- 
y they might'make thoſe odious, who ſought to maintam the Re- 
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on, Lawrs, and Liberties of the Kingdome , and ſuch men wer 
fitre' to be-weeded ont of the Commiſſion of the Peace, and out 
of all other imployments of power in the Government of the 
Conntrey. Vany noble Perſonages were Councellors inname, 
but the power *and authority remained in a few of ſuch, as were 
moſt addi&ted to this partie : whoſe reſolutions and determina- 
tions were brought to the Table , for countenance, and executibn, 
and not for debate., and deliberation : and no Man could offer to 
oppoſe them without diſgrace , and hazard to himſelfe : Nay, all 
thoſe that did not wholly concurre and actively contribute to the 
fartherance of their deſignes , though otherwiſe perſons of never 
ſo great- Honour and Abilities , were ſo farre 225 being em- 
ployed in any place of truſt , and power , that they were negle&- | 
ed , diſcountenanced , and upon all occaſions injured and oppreſ- 
ſed. This faRtion was grown to that height , and entireneſle of 
power, that now they began to think of finiching their Work, 
which conſiſted of theſe three parts. _ | | 
I. The government mult be ſet free from all reſtraint of Laws, 
concerning our Perſons and States. | 
2. There mult be a Conjun&tion betwixt Papiſts and Proteſtants 
in Dodtrine , Diſcipline , and Ceremonies, only it muſt not yet 
be called Popery. x 
3- The Puritans, under which name they include all thoſe that 
deſire to preſerve the Laws, and Liberties of the Kingdome, and to 
maintain Religion inthe power of it , mult be either rooted out of 
the Kingdome with force , or driven out with fear. For the effe&- 
ing of this , it was thought neceſlary to reduce Scotland to ſuch 
Popitſh ſuperſtitions , and innovations, as might make them apt to 
Joyn with England , in that great change which was intended. 
Whereupon new Canons, and a new Liturgy were preſt upon 
them,and when they refuſed to admit of them , an Army was rai- 
ſed to force them to it,towards which the Clergy, and the Papiſts 
were very forward in their contribution. The Scots likewiſe raiſed 
an Army for their defence , and when both Armies were come to- 
gcther, and ready for a bloudy encounter , Ris Majeſties own Gra» 
cious diſpoſition , and the Conncell of the Engliſh Nobility , and 
Dutifull ſubmiſſion of the Scots , did fo farre prevail againlt the 
evill Conncell of others , that a Pacification was made , and His 
Majeſty returned with Peace, and much honour to London. 44, 
| ' The 
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| -all the Kingdome, except to the malignant partie , where- 
of the Arch-Biſhop and theEarle of Strafford being heads, 
| they and their faction begun to enveigh againſt the Peace, 
and to aggravate the proceeding of the States : which ſo 
incenſed his Majeſtie , that he forthwith prepared againe 
for warre . And ſuch was their confidence, that having 
corrupted and diſtempered the whole frame and Covern- 
ment of the Kingdome , they did now hope to corrupt that 
which was the onely meanesto reſtoreall to a right frame 
.and. temper againe : to which end they perſwaded His 
: Majeſty to call a Parliament , not to ſeeke counſell and 
advice of them, but to draw Countenance and Supply from 
them, and ingage the whole Kingdome in their Quarrell: 
and in the meane time , continued all their unjuſt Levies 
of money, reſolving either to make the Parliament pliant 
.to their Will, and to eſtabliſh miſchicfe by a Law, orelſe 
to breake it : and with more colour to goe on by violence , 
to take what they could ovtaine by conſent. The ground 
alledged for the juſtification of this War was this : 

That the undutifull Demands of the Parliaments of Scor- 
land, was a {ufficient reaſon for his Majeſty to take Armes 
againſt them, without hearing the Reaſon of thoſe De- 
mands : And thereupon a new Army was prepared againſt 
'them, their Ships were ſeized in all Ports , both of England 
and 7reland, and at Sea. Their Petitions reje&ed , their 
Commiſſioners refuſed Audience. This whole Kingdome 
molt miſerably diſtempered with Levies of Men and mo- 
ny ,and Imprifonments of thoſe who denied to ſubmit to 
thoſe Levies . The Earle of Strafford paſt into Ireland, cau- 
ſed the Parliament there to declare againſt the Scots, to 
give foure Subſilies towards that Warre , and to ingage 
_ themſelves , their lives and fortunes for the proſecution of 
it , and gave direftions for an Army of eight thouſand foot , 
and one thouſand horſe tobe levied there , which were for 
the moſt part Papiſts . The Parliament met upon the thir- 
_ teenth of Aprill, one thouſand fix hundred and fourty. The 

Earle of Strafford , and Arch-biſhop of Canterbury , with 
, C their 


eded reconciliation was moſt acceptable to' 


their party ſo prevailed with his Majeſty;thatthe Houſe of 
Commons was prelt to yeeld to a ſupply for maintenance 
of the warre with Scotland,efore they had provided any 
 reliefe for the great and preſling grievances of the people:; 
whichbeing againſt the fundamentall privitedge and pro- 
ceeding of Parliament , was yet in -humble refpe&tito his 
Majellze ſofarre admitted, as that they agreed to take the 
matter of ſupply into conſideration, and two feverall daies 
it was deoated. Twelve Subſidies were demanded for the 
releaſe of Ship-money alone : a third day, was-appointed 
for'concluſion , when the Heads of that party began to 
feare,the people might cloſe with the King in ſatisfying his 
detire of Money ; but that withall they were like to blaſt 
their malicious deſigns againſt Scotland, finding them very 
much jndiſpoſed to give any countenance to that war. 

Thereupon they wickedly adviſed the King to break off 
the Parliament, and to return to the wayes of confuſion : 
in which their own evill intentions were molt like to pro- 
ſper and ſucceed. 

After the Parliament ended, the fifth of May one thou- 
ſand fix hundred and forty,, this partie grew ſo bold, as 
to counſell the King to ſupply himſelfe ont of his Sub=- 
jeds eſtates, by his owne power, at his own will, without 
their conſent. The very next day, ſome Members' of both 
Houles had their Studies and Cabinets, yea their Pockets 
ſearched : another of them not long atter was committed 
cloſe priſoner , for not delivering ſome Petitions which 
he received by authority of that Houſe:and if harſher cour- 
ſes were intended ( as was reported ) it is very probable 
that the ſickneſle of the Earle of Stratford, and the tumul- 
tuous niſing in Southwark , and about Lambeth, were the 
cauſes that ſuch violent intentions were not brought to 
execution. A falſe and ſcandalous Declaration againſt the 
Houſe of Commons was publiſhed in his Majetties name, 
which yet wrought little effet with the people,but only to 
manifett the impudence of thoſe who were Authors of it. 

A forced Loan of Money was attempted in the Citie of 
er ag . oo, [ 0EY £ 
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+ The Lord Major and Aldermen in theirſeverall Wards 
enjoined to bring in a liſt of the names of ſuch perſons as 
they judged fit to-lend,and of the ſumme theyſhould lend. 
Andſauch Aldermen as refuſed 1o to doe, were committed 
to priſon. bv T x | 
The Archbiſhop and the other Biſhops and clergie con- 
tinued the convocation,and by a new commiſſion turned 
it toa Provinciall Synod, in which, by an unheard-of pre- 
ſumption,they made canons that containe in them many 
matters' contrary to'the Kings Prerogative, to the finda- 
mentall Lawes and Statutes of the Realme,” to the right of - 
Parliaments, to the property and liberty of the Subjeq, 
and matters tending to {edition , and of dangerous conſe- 
uence, thereby eſtablithing their own uſurpations ,. Juſti- 
ing their Altar-worſhip, and thoſe other ſuperſtitious In-- 
novations, which they formerly introduced - without war- 
rant of Law. | 
They impoſed a new Oath upon divers of his Majeſties 
Snbjects, both Eccleſiaſticall and Lay, for maintenance of 
their own Tyranny, and laid a great Tax upon the Cler- 
gie for ſupply of his Majeſtie : and generally they ſhewed 
themſelves very affeAionate to the warre with Scotland, 
which was by ſome of them ſtiledBel/amFpiſcopale,and a 
Prayer compoſed,and-enjoyned to be read in all Chutches, 
calling the Scots, Rebels, to put the two Nations into 
bloud,and make them irreconcileable. All thoſ- pretended 
canons &- conſtitutions were armed with the ſeveral cen- 
ſures of Sufpenſion, Excommunication , Deprivation, by 
which they would have thruſt out all the good Miniſters, 
and moſt of the well-affe&ed people of the Kingdome,and 
left an eafie-paſlage to their owne deſigne of: reconciliati- 
on with Rome. The Popiſh party enjoyned ſuch exempti- 
ons from the Penall Lawes , as amounted to a Toleration, 
beſides many other encouragements , and court favours. 
They had a Secretary of State, Sir Francis Windebanke , a - 
powerful Agent for the ſpeeding of all their defires,aPopes: 
Nuntjo refiding here to a& and governe them according to - 
ſuch influences as he received _ Romezand to I” * | 
5 or 
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for them with the moſt powerfull concurrence of the for» 
raigne Princes of that Religion + By his authority the Pa- 
piſts of all ſorts , Nobility , Gentry , and Clergie were con- 
votated,, after the manner of a Parljament : new Juriſdii- 
ons were erected of Romiſh Archbiſhops, taxes levied,ano- 
ther State moulded within this State independent in Go- 
vernment , contrary 1n intereſt and affeftion, ſecretly cor- 
rupting the ignorant , or negligent profeſſors of our Reli- 
gion, and cloſely uniting and combining themſelves againſt | 
juch as were ſound , in this poſtute waiting for an opportu- j 
nitie by force to deſtroy thoſe whom they could not hope | 
to ſeduce. For the etfeing whereof, they were ſtrengthe- 
ned with Armes and Munitjon , encouraged by ſuperſtitious 
Prayers,enjoyned by the Nuntio to be weekly made for the _ 
proſperity of ſome great deſigne. And ſuch power had 
they at Court, that ſecretly a Commiſſion was iflued out, 
intended to be ifſned4 to ſome great Men of that profeſſion 
for the levying of Souldiers, .and to command and imploy 
them according to private Inſtructions , which we doube 
were framed for the advantage of thoſe who were the con- 
trivers of them : His Majeſties Treaſure was conſumed, his ,. 
Revenue anticipated , His Servants and Officers compelled 
to lend great ſummes of Money , Multitudes were called to 
the Councell Table,who were tired with long attendances 
there,for refuſing illegal payments. The priſons were filled 
with their Commitments : Many of the Sheriffes ſummo- 
ned into the Starre Chamber, and ſome impriſoned for not 
being quicke enough in levying the Ship-Money : The peo- 
ple languiſhed under griefe and feare, no viſible hope being 
left, but in deſperation. The Nobility began to be weary of . 
their ſilence, and patience, and ſenſible of the duty and truſt 
which belongs to them : and thereupon ſome ofthe moſt 
eminent of them did petition his Majeſty at ſuch a time b 
when evill Councels were ſo ſtrong , that they had reaſon 
to expe&t. more. hazard to themſelves , then redreſle of 
thoſe publike evils for which they interceded., Whillt the 
Kingdome- was: in this agitation and diſtemper , the Scots 
reſtrained in their trades, impoveriſhed by the loſſe of many +} * 
of their Ships , bereaved of all poſlibilitic of on =_ [ 
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Majctcby ary naked Supplicaton, enred wth powers 
full Army into the Kingdome , and without any hoſtile 
A cor ſpoil inthe Countrey as they paſſe4, more then for- 
cing a paſſage over the Tyne at. Newhborne, neer Newcaſtle, 
poflefſed themſelves of Newcaſtle , and had a fair opportu- 
nitie to preſſe on further upon the\Kings Armie : but'dutie 
and reverence to his Majeltie , and brotherly love to the' 
Engliſh Nation , made them ſtay there , whereby the Ki 
had leaſure to entertain better Touncels : wherein Gods 
bleſſed and dire&ed him , that he ſummoned the great 
Councell of Peers to meet at Yorke , upon the twentie 
fourth of September, and there declared a Parliament to. 
begin the third of November then following. Tke Scots 
_ the firſt day of the great Councell, preſented an humble Pe- 
tition to his Majeltie , whereupon the Treatie was appoint- 
ed at Rippon. A preſent Ceſlation of Armes agreed upon : 
and the full Concluſion of all differences referred to the 
wiſedome and care of the Parliament. At our firſt meeting, 
all Oppoſitions ſeemed to vaniſh , the miſchiefes were ſo 
evident , which thoſe evill Councellors:produced , that no 
man durſt ſtand .up to defend them., Yet the work it ſelfe 
afforded difficultie enough. The multiplied evils and cor- 
' ruption of ſixteen yeeres ſtrengthened by cuſtome and au- 
thoritie , and the concurrent intereſt of many powerfull 
delinquents were now to be brought to_ judgement and 
Reformation. The Kings houſhold was to be provided for, 
they had brought him to that want , that he could not ſup- 
ply his ordinarie , and neceflarie expences, without the af- 
ſfiſtance of his people. Two Armies were to be payed 
which amounted very neer to 80. thouſand pounds a 
moneth :. the people were to be tenderly. charged , having 
been formerly exhauſted with many - burthenſome Pro- 
Jets. The difficulties ſeemed to be inſuperable , which by 
the Divine Providence we have overcome. The ( ontrarie- 
ties incompatible , which yet in a great meaſure we have 
reconciled. Six Subſidies have been granted, and a Bill of 
Polt-money,which if it be duly levied, may equall fix Subſt= 
dies niore ,. in all ſix EA oo fe pounds ; ag we 
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| have contraQted a Debt to'the Scots of '220. thotifand 
pounds : and yet God hath'ſo bleſſed the endeavours of this 
Parliament,that the Kingdome is a great gainer by all theſe. 
charges.The Ship-money is aboliſhed, which coſt the king-' 
dome' above 200.'thonſand pounds a yeer. The toat and 
Condu&t money , and other militarie charges , are taken 
away , which-in many Conntreys amounted to little leſle. 
then the. Ship-mbney. The Monopolies are all ſuppreſt, 
whereofTome feyy did prejudice theSubjeR,above a Milli- 
on yeerly. The Soap. an hundted thouſand pounds: the 
Wine three hundred thouſand pounds : the Leather mult 
needs exceed both : and Salt could be no lefle then that : 
beſides the inferiour Monopolies , which if they could be 
exatly computed , would make tip agreat fumme. That 
which is more beneficjall then all this 1s ,. that the root of 
theſe evils is taken away , which was the arbitrary power 
pretended to be in his Majeſtie, of faxing the Subject, or 
charging their eſtates without confent in Parliament, 
which is now declared to be again{tLaw,by the judgement 
of both Houſes,and likewiſe by an, A& of Parliament.Ario- 


ther ſtep of great advantage is this , the living Grievances, 


the evil Ccuncellors and Actors of theſe miſchiefs have 


been ſo quelled, by the juſtice done upon the Earl of Straf- 


ford, the flight of the Lord Finch,& Secretary Windebank, 
the accuſation and impriſonment of the Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury, of Judge Bartlet, and the impeachmeit of di-: 


vers other Biſhops and Judges, that it is like not onely to 
be aneaſe to the-preſent times, bat a preſervation to the fu- 
ture. The diſcontinuance of Parliament is prevented by the 
Bill for a Trienniall Parliament, and the abript diſſolution 
of this Parliament by another Bilt : by which it is prov” 
ded, it ſhall not be diflolved or adjourned without the cor. 
ſent of both Honiſes. Which two Laws well confidered, 
may be Go Catal opraion then. all the former, 


becauſe they ſecure a fill operation of the preſent remedie, | 


and afford a perpe 

The Srar-Chamber | th | : 
the Preſident , and Councellin the Notth , were ſo'many 
forges 


jd re: remedies for thefiiture + 
e High Commiſſion, the Courts of 
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forges of miſerie, oppreſſion;and vislenee;and are all taker 
away, whereby men are more ſecured in their perſons , li- 
berties, and eſtates, then they could be by any Law or Ex- 
. ample forthe regulation of thofe Courts, orTerror of the 
J aige;The immoderate power of the Conncell Table,avid 
the exceſſive abuſe of that power-is ſoordered and reftrain- 
ed, that we may well hope that no ſach things as were fre- 
quently done by them, to the prejudice of the publique 1i- 
bertie; will appear in future times, but onely in Stories, to 
give us and our poſterity more occaſionto praife God for 
his Vajettics goodnefle, and' the Faithfull indeavours of 
this Parliament:The Canons, and the power of Canon ma- 
king , are blalted by the Vote of both Houſes: The exorbi- 
tant power of Biſhops, and their Courts, are much abated, 
by ſane Proviſions in the Bill againſt the HighCommiſſion 
Court. The Authors bf the many Innovations in: Dofrine 
2nd ceremonies : The Miniſters that have beeri ſcandalous 
1ntheir lives, have been ſo terrified in jult complaints and 
accuſations,that we may well hope they will be more mo- 
deſt forthe time to come: either inwardly convicted by the 
fight cftheyowne folly, or outwardly reſtrained by the 
fear of Puniſhment : The Forreſts areby a good Law re- 
duced to their right bounds, the encroachments and op- 
preſſions of the Stannarie courts : The Extortions of the 
Clerk of the Market , and the compuliion of the Subje& 
toreccive the Order of Knight-hood againſt his will,” pay=- 
ing of Fines for not receiving it , and the vexatious pro- 
ceedings thereupon for levying of thoſe Fines,are by other 
beneficiall Laws reformed and prevented. Many excellent 
Laws and proviſions are in preparation for removing the 
inordinate power, vexation , and uſurpation of Biſhops, 
for reforming the pride and idlenefſe of many of the Cler- 
gie, for caſing the people of unneceflary ceremonies in Re- 
ligion, for cenſuring and removing naworthy and unpro- 
fitable Miniſters, and for maintaining godly and diligent 
Preachers through the Kingdome. Other things of maine 
.s Importance for the good of this Kingdome are in propo- 
ſition, though little could hitherto be done , in regard of 
| "WE 
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the end of this Seſlion,gwe hope may receive ſome progreſie 
and perfeftion. The eſtabliſhing and ordering the Kings 
Revenue, that ſo the abuſe of Oilicers,: and ſuperfluity of 
expences/may be cut of, and the neceſſary disburſments for 
his Majefties' Honour, the defence and governement of the 

Kingdome, may be. more certainly provided for. The 
lating of Courts of Juſtice , and: abridging both the de- 
layes and charges of Law-Suites , The ſctling of ſome 
£ood courſes of preventing the; exportation of Gold and 
Silver , and the inequality of exchanges betwixt us and o- 
ther Nations , for the advancing of native Commodities , 
increaſe of our ManufaRures , and well ballancing of 
Trade, whereby the Stock of the Kingdome may be in- 
creaſed , or at leaſt kept from impairing, as through neg- 
le& hereof it-hath done for many yeares laſt paſt. For im- 
proving the Herring fiſhing , upon our owne Coalts, 
which will be of mighty uſe in the imployment of the 
poore, and a plentifull Nurſery of Mariners for inabling 
the Kingdome in any; great Action . The oppoſitions , ob- 
ſtruions and other Ditficulties. wherewith we have beer 
encountred , and which {till lie in qur way with ſome 
ſtrength and much obſtinacie , are theſe : The malignant 
Paitie whom we have formerly deſcribed, to be the Actors 
and promoters of all- our miſery; they have taken heart 
again ; They have been-able to preferre ſome of their owne 
Factors and Agents to degrees of Honour , to places of 
truſt and imployment even during the Parliament . They 
have endeavoured to worke in his Majelty ill impreſſions 
and opinions of Our Proceedings , as if we had altogether 
done our owne work, and not His , and had obtained from . 
him many things very prejudiciall tothe Crowne, both in 
reſpe&t of Prerogative and Profit. 'To ou ont this {lan- 
der , Wee think good only to ſay thus much : That all that 
Wee have done, is for His Majelty, His greatneſle, Honour, 
and Support, when Wee yeeld to give twenty five thouſand 
pound a moneth for the relicfe of the Northern ( — 
£n1S 
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-this was given t6 the King, for he was bound to prote& his 
ſabjes, they were his Majeſties evill Counſellers, and' their 
21 inſtruments were the actors in thoſe grievances which 
-broughtinthe Scots : andif his Majeſty: pleaſe to force thoſe 
-who were the anthors of this warre to make ſatisfaction, as- 
he might- juſtly and eaſily doe, it ſeemes very. reaſonable that 
the people might well Þe excuſed from taking upon them 
this burden, being altogether innocent, and free from being 
any cauſes of it. 142 
When weeundertooke the charge of the army, which coſt 
above'50000, pound a m.oneth, was not this given to the King? 
was itnot his Majelties army ? were not all the Commanders 
under contraft with his Majelty at higher rates and greater 
-wages then ordinary ? and have not wee taken upon us to dif-. 
charge: all the brotherly affiſtance of three hundred thouſand 
ds which wee gave the Scots ? was it not toward repaire 
of thoſe dammages and lofles which they received from the 
Kings ſhips , and from his miniſters ? Thele three particulars 
amount to above 1 100. thouſand pound , beſides his Majeſtie 
hath received by impoſitions upon merchandiſ: at leaſt 400. 
thouſand pounds : fo that his Majeſty hath- had out of the ſub- 
je purſe ſince the Parliament began ; one' million and halfe; 
and yet theſe men can be ſo impudent , asto tell his Majeſty, 
that wee have done nothing for him. As to the ſecond branch 
of this ſlander,wee acknowledge with much thankfalneſle;that 
his Majeſty hath paſſed more good Bills to the advantage of 
the ſubjects then. have beene in many :ages : but withall wee 
cannot forget,that theſe venemous counſels did manifeſt them- 
ſelves in ſome endeavours to hinder theſe good Aft : and for 
both Houſes of Parliament,wee may with truth and modeſty 
ſay thus much, /That wee have ever beene carefilll not to deſire 
any thing that ſhould weaken the Crowne; either in juſt profit 
. or aſcfull power. The triennial Parliament, for the matter of it; 
doth not extend toſo much as by Law we onght to havere- 
quired, there being two Statutes till in force for a Parliament 
to be once ayeate; and for the manner: of it, it is in the Kings 
power;that it {ball never RE__ he by a'timely _— 
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Mall prevent any otherway of aſſembling. In the Bill for eoh- 


tinuance of this preſent Parliament, there ſeemes to be fome 
reſtrajnt of the royall-power in diflolving of Parliaments , not 
to Take it out ofthe crowne ,. but to ſuſpend the executionof it 
for. this time and:occation onely,, which-was ſoneceſlary:for 
the Kings ywne ſecnrity ar arm wInN le 77 that without 
it we could not have undertaken any of theſe great charges, 
but mult have left both the armies todiforder and confuſion, 
and the whole Kingdome to blood and rapine.. The. Starre- 
chamber was much more fruitfull in beneitinn thenin profit, 
the great fines being for the- moſt- part given away, andthe 
reſt ſtalled at long'times. The fines of the high Commiſion: 
were in themſelves unjuſt,and ſeldome or never came into the 
Kings purſe. Theſe foure Bils are particularly and more ſpeci- 
ally inftanced , in the reſt there will not be found'fo muchas a 
ſhadow 'of prejudice tothe Crowne. They have fought to.di- 
miniſh our reputation with the people , and to bring them 
out of love with Parliaments : the aſperſions which they have 
attempted this way,have been ſuch as theſe: That we have ſpent 
much time and done little,efpecially in thoſe grievances which 
concerne-Religian.;.That the: Parliament is a-buwden!to: the 
Kingdome by the abundance of :Proteftions which: hirider 
Juſtice and Trade , ;and.by many Subſidies granted, much niomw 
heavie then any they formerly endured: 'To-which there is'a 
ready anſwer : if the time ſpent in this Parliament be confide- 
redin-xelation backward to the long growth and deepirootof 
thoſe; grievances , which-we haveremoved, to theipowettult 
upports of thoſe delinquents 'whichwehave putfued; !ts the 
great neceſſities and ather charges of the-Common wealth/for 
which we have provided : or if it be conſidered-inrelation 
forward to ;many.. advantages , which mot onely-the preſent, 
but, future ages' are like toreap :by the/goodJawes and other 
proceedings in this, Parliament ,-we-donbt: not/but it will be 
thought. by all- indifferent judgements,that otw time hath been 
much. better imployed then in a farre greater-proportion-of 
Une fur. many former Parliaments put:together 53- andthe 
charges Which:have becne laid upon the Subdjot, arid-the other 


incon- 
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| CP). 
incoriveniences'which they have borne, will ſeem very ligkit in 
reſpetofthe benefit they have and may receive. And for the 
matteriof PrbteQions, the Parliament is'fo ſenſible of it , that 
therein they 'intend to give them whatſoever eaſe may itand 
with'Honourand Juſtice : and are in a way of paffing a Bill to 
give them-:ſatisfation. They have ſought by many ſurtile 
practices -to cauſe jealouſies and diviſions betwixt us and our 
brethren of Scotland , by ſlandering their- proceedings and in- 
tentions towards us, and by ſecret indeayours to inftigate and 
incenſethem and usone againſt'another. They have had fuch a 
arty of Biſhops an4 Popith Lords , in the houſe of Peercs , as 
th cauſed much oppoſition and delay inthe proſecution of de- 
Immquents, hindred the proceedings of divers good Bils paſſed in 
theCommons kouſe,concerning the reformation of ſundry great 
abufes and cortuptions both'iin Church and State. They have 
latzoured to ſeduce and corrupt ſoine of the Commons Houſe, 
todraw them into conſpiracies and combinations againft the 
liberty:of the Parliament : And by their inſtruments and agents 
they have attempted to difaftet and difcontent his Majelties 


Army, and to ingage it for the maintenance of their wicked and 


trayterous defignes, the keeping up of Biſhops in votes and fun- 
&ions, and by force to compell the Parliament to order , limit 
and difpoſe their proceedings in' ſich manner as might beſt 
concture with the intentions of this dangerous and potent fatti- 
on: And when one!miſchievous defigne and attempt of theirs, 
to bringon'the Army againſt the Parliament , and the City of 
London, had been diſcovered: and prevented , they preſently 
undertooke another of the ſame damnable natnre, with this 
addition to it , to indeayour'to make the Scottiſh Army neu- 
trall , whilſt: the Engliſh Army which they had laboured to 
corrupt and-invenome againſt us by their falſe and ſlanderous 
ſuggeltions; ſhould execute their alice to the ſubverſion of 
our Religion, and the diſſolution of our ORIIIY | 
have: been continually practiſing” to dilturbe the Peace, and 
plotting the deſtruction even of all the Kings Dominions,, and 
have employedtheir emiſlaries and agents inthem all for the; 
promoting of their divellii deſignes, which the vigilancy _ 
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thoſexwho were well affeFted hath fill difcovered;and defeated 
before they were ripe for execution in England and Scotland: 
only in Ireland which was farther off , they have had time and 
opportunity to mould and prepare their worke,, and had 
brought it to that perfeRion, that they had poſlefſed theme 
{elves of that whole Kingdome , totally ſubvetted the govern- 
ment of jt,rooted out religion, and deſtroyed all the proteſtants 
whom the conſcience of their duety to God , their King and 
Countrey, would not have permitted to-Joyne with them, if 
by Gods wonderfull providence their maine enterpriſe upon 
the City and Caſtle of Nublin had not beene deteRted- and 
prevented upon the very cave tefore it ſhould have been exe- ; 
cuted. Notwithſtanding,they have in other parts of that King-. 
dome.broken out into open rebellion , ſurpriſing Townes and 
Caſtles, committed murders, rapes, and other villanies, and 
ſhaken off all bonds of obedience to his Majeſty , and the lawes 
of the Realme : and in generall, have kindled ſach a fire, as no- 
thing but Gods infinite blefling upon the wiſedome and en+ 
deavours of this State will be able to quench-it : and certainly: 
had: not God in his great mercy unto this LanJ,diſcovered and 
confounded their former defignes , wee had been the Prologue 
to this Tragedy in Ireland , and had by this time beene made 
the lamentable ſpeRacle of miſery and confuſion. And now 
what hope have we but in God, when as the only means of our 
ſubſiſtence , and power of reformation is under him, inthe 
Parliament ? but what can we the Commons without the con- 
jun&ion of the Houſe of Lords ? and what conjunRion can we 
expedt there , when the Biſhops and recuſant Lords are ſo nu- 
merous and prevalent, that they are able to croſſe and inter- 
rupt our beſt endeavours for reformation z and by that means 
give advantage to this malignant party to traduce our procee-- 
| dings? They infuſe into the people, that we meane to aboliſh 
all Church-government, and leave every man to his own fancy 
for the ſervice and worſhip of God , a>ſolving him of that c- 
bedience which he owes under God unto his Majeſty,whom 
we know to be intruſted with the Eccleſialticall law as 
well as with the temporall, to regulate all the members -q 
| t 
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the Church of England by ſach rulesof order and diſcipline, 
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as are eſtabliſhed by Parliament,which is his great Councell,in 
all affaires both/in Chw ch and State. Wecopfelle, our inten+ 
tion is and-or:endeayours: have beey to reduce within bounds 
that exorvitant power which the Prelates have afſumed unto 
themſelves,ſo contrary both to the Word-of God, and to the 
Lawes of the Land ; to which end,we paſt the Bill for the re- 
moving them from their temporall power and .employments, 
that ſo the better they might with meekneſſe apply themſelyes 
to the diſcharge of their funtions : which Bill akves op- 
poſed, and were the principall inſtruments of croiling it. 
And we doe here declare , That it is farre from our purpoſe 


* or deſire;to let looſe the golden reines of diſcipline , and go- 


vernment in the Church, to leave private perſons or particular 
Congregations to take up what forme of divine Service they 
pleale : for we hold it requiſite,that there ſhould be throughout 
the whole Realm a conformity to that order which the Lawes 
enjoyne,accorging to the word of God : and we deſire to un- 
burthen4he conf{Giences of men, of needleſſe and ſuperſtitious 
Cerempnies, ſuppreſie Innovations, and take away the monu- 
ments of Idolatry. And the better to effe&t the intended re- 
formation,, we deſire there may be a generall Synod of the 
moſt grave, pious, learned,and judicious Divines of this Iſland, 
aſliſted with ſome from forraine parts,profeſſing the ſame re- 
ligion with us, .who may- conſider of all things neceſlary for 
the peace and good government of the Church, and repreſent 
the reſults of their conſultations unto the Parliament, to be 
there allowed of, and confirmed, and receive the ſtamp of ar- 
ns thereby to finde paſſage and obedience throughout the 
Kingdome. 'They have maliciouſly charged us, that we intend 
to deſtroy and diſcourage Learning , whereas it is our chiefelt 
care and deſire to advance it, and to provide a competent main- 
tenance for conſcionable and preaching Miniſters throughout 
the Kingdome,which will be a gxeat encouragement to Schol- 
lers, and a certaine meanes whereby the want, meanneſle, and. 
ignorance,to which a great part of the Clergy 1snow ſubject, 
Will be preyented. And weintend likewiſe to reform and ape of 
y _ : eng 
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-the formtains of learning, the two Uviyerſities,that the ſtreams 
flowing from thence may be cleere and pure ,-- and-an honour 
and comfort to thewhole Land. They have-ſtrained-to blatt: 
our proceedings in Parliament , by wrelting the interpretations 
of our Orders from their genuine intention. They tell the peo-' 
ple, that onr meddling with the power of Epiſcopacy hath 
canſedſeRaries and conventicles, when 1dolatry and- popith 
ceremonies, introduced into the-Church by the command of 
the Biſhops, havenot only debarredthe people trom thence, 
but expelled them from the Kingdome. Thus with E/:ah we 
are called by this malignant party , the troublers of the State : 
and {till white we endevour to reforme their abuſes, they make 
us the Authors of thoſe 'miſchicfes we ſtudy to prevent : for 
the perfecting of the work begun, ani removing all future in1- 
pediments,” we conceive theſe courſes will be very etfectuall, 
{eeing the religion of the Papiſts hath ſuch principles as doe 
certainly tend to the deſtrution and extirpation-of all Prote- 
ſtants, when they ſhall have opportunity to _ fe, 

| Itis nec:flary in-the firſt place,to keep themifi-ſueh' condi- 
tion, as that they may not be able to do» us diÞ/-hart - *ahd; for 
avoyding of ſuch connivence and favour as hath heretofore 
been ſhewed unto them , That his Majeſty be pleaſed: to grant 
a(tanding commillion to ſome choice mennamed in Parlia- 
nent, who may'take notice of their increaſe,their counſels and 


proceedings,and uſe all due meanes by execution of the Lawes 


to prevent any miſchievous deſignes, agaialt the peace and ſafe- 
ty of this Kingdome: That ſome good courſe be taken to dif- 
cover the counterfeit and falſe conformity of papiſts to the 
Church:by Eolour wherof, perſons very much diſafteRted to the 


4 


true Religion, have been'admitted into place of greateſt authori- 
ty and truſt in the Kingdome. | 
For the better preſervation'of the Lawes and Liberties of the 
Kingdome, that all illegall grievances and exaQions be preſen- 
ted and puniſhed at the Seſſions and Allizes : and that ; 
and Jaſtices be carefull to give this in charge to the grand Jury, 
and both the Sheriffe and Juſtices to be {worn to the due ex- 
£cution ofthe petition of right and other Lawes : That His 
mw | Majcitie 
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cauſe to.confide in, without which we cannot give.his Majeſty 
ſuch ſupplies for ſupport:of his owne eſtate,nor ſuch allitance 
tothe /proteftant ;party, beyond the. Sea., -as 18 defired. It may 
.often fall out that tae Commons may:havezult cauſe to take 
exceptions at ſome men tor bring Councellors , and,yet not 
.charge thoſe men with .crimes , for therebe grounds of difft- 
dence which lienot.in proote : there are gtherswhich.though 
they may be/proved,yet are not legaliy-criminall:tobe alkmown 
favourerof papiſts ; os to have-beenyery forward in.defending 
or .countenancing ſome great oftenders cueſtioneyl ,in Parlia- 
.ment , or to ſpeake contemptuoully of either Houſes.of Parlia- 


- ;ment ,. or Parhamentary praceedings,.'or {uchas are fatours 


or agents ;for any foxraiae Prince'of another religion,, ſuch are 
Juſtly ſuſpe to 'get- Counſellors places, or 4 pets of truſt 
concerning: publique .imployment for money : ;For. all theſe 
and divers: others -we-may-have great-reaſon-tg be earneſt with 
hjs: Majeſty nat to put his great attaires into ſuch hands,;though 
we may be unwilling to proceed againſt them, jn;any legal 
way of charge or impeachment : That all Counſellors of State 
may be ſworne to obſerve thoſe Lawes which concerne the 
Subject in his liberty : That they may likewiſe take an oath not 
to receive or give reward or pention-from-any-tarraine-Prince, 
but ſuch as they within ſome reaſonable time diſcover to the 
Lords of his Majeities Councell : and although they ſhould 
wickedly forſweare themſclves ,. yt t.may herein doe good to 
make them known to-be Falſe 1 perjured to thoſe who im- 
ploy them, and thereby bring them into as little credit with 
them as with us : That his Majeſty may have cauſe to be in love 
with good counſell and good men , by ſhewing him m an hum- 
ble anT anfifinl inavner, how tutt of xdvamage it wonttbeto 


himſelfe to ſce his owne eſtate ſetled in a plentifull condition,” 


to ſupport his honour , to ſee his people united in waies of 
duty to him , and endeavours of the publique good : to ſee hap- 
pinefle, wealth , peace and fafety derived to his o—_— 


« 


Majsſty'be. bnmbty petitioned by both;Houſes to employ ſack: 
pan wb , Ambatadors » 'andother Miniſters in Kt an 44 
| his buſineſle at home and abroad , as:the. Parliament may have 
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dome, and procured to his Allies by the influence of his owne 
power and government. That all good courſes may be taken 
to wute the two Kingdomes of England and Scotland to be 
mutually ayding and aſſiſting one another for the common 
good of the Iſland , and honour of both. To take away all 
differences amongſt our ſelves for matters indifferent in their 
owne nature concerning Religion, and to unite our ſelves a- 
cainſt the common enemies , which are the better inabled by 
our diviſions to deſtroy us all, as they hope and have often en- 
deavoured. To labour by all offices of friendſhip to unite the 
forraign Churches withus in the fame cauſe, and to ſeek their 
liberty, ſafety , and proſperity , as bound thereunto both by 
charity to 'them,, and by wiſedome for our owne good, For by 
this meanes our own ſtrength ſhall be increaſed, and by a mu- 
tuall concurrence to the ſame common end,we ſhall be enabled 
to procure the good of the whole body of the Proteſtant pro- 
feſlion. Tf theſe things may be obſerved , we doubt not but God 
will crown this Parliament with ſuch ſucceſle,as hall be the 
beginning and foundation of more honour and happineſle to 
his Majelty , then ever yet was enjoyed by any of his Royall 


Predeceflors, 


 FINIS: 


. LY 


_— Library of the 
UNION THEGLOGiGAL SEMINARY 


New York 


ld 


